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austerities which were then being practised in Paris W Ste.
Genevieve;   and the saint looked down from his pil
requested them to take back his greetings and ask her
for him.

We bumped slowly over a villainous road, frequently making
ddtours to avoid the sharp stones and boulders in our way.
Turning a corner, we saw the ruins of Kala'al Sim'an not far
off, outlined against the sky. It was now afternoon: the sun
was warm, the sky was blue, and as we ascended the track
towards the ruins a stillness which the church had never
known in its life-time enfolded it now in death.

I climbed the hill, unprepared for the lovely sight that
awaited me. Burning and glowing in the sun as if flood-lit
in day-time, for that is the effect of the warm, brown stone of
Syria, I saw the skeleton of Kala'at Sim'an, silent and roofless.
The hillside fell away into desolate brown distances. The
only sign that these ravaged slopes had ever known mankind
was a mass of masonry on a lower hill, the remains of the
inns and guest-houses used by pilgrims in the Byzantine Age.
Remote and blue to the north-west I saw the mountains
which I had left that morning, with the snow-capped peak of
Gasius rising sharply above them all.

The Church of St. Simeon is entered from the west by a
majestic triple archway, which is almost undamaged. I
looked into the church beyond, which was piled with fallen
pillars and big, honey-coloured blocks of stone. Walking
inside, I climbed over these stones, astonished by the size of
the church and by its design. Before the church was built
there was nothing on the hill but Simeon's pillar, and the
problem of erecting a church round it cannot have been a
simple one. The architects solved it brilliantly by leaving
the pillar in a wide space open to the sky, and this was made
the centre of the church, which was built in the form of a
Greek cross.

This central space is an octagon formed of eight superb
double arches which admit to the four arms of the church,
so that no matter from which door you entered, north, south.
east, or west, you were faced by a central shrine open to the